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GLOBAL ELECTIONS

Bottom Line Up Front:

« In 2024, a record number of countries, representing over half the world's population, will conduct
elections, signifying an unprecedented level of participation in democratic processes on a global
scale.

« The outcomes of these elections have far-reaching implications, influencing international
relations, global economic policies, and security alliances, thus shaping the geopolitical
landscape worldwide.

« The results of these global elections directly affect U.S. state and local governance, impacting
local economies, political discourse, and community policies, underscoring the importance of
understanding these international developments for informed decision-making at all levels within
the United States.

« The 2024 global elections are profoundly impacted by technology, with cybersecurity and
misinformation as key challenges, and digital tools offering opportunities for enhanced voter
engagement and participation,
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The year 2024 stands out in history as an extraordinary moment for global democracy. For the
first time, over half of the world's population, in more than 70 countries, including eight of the
ten most populous nations, are set to participate in elections. This unprecedented convergence
of democratic processes presents a unique opportunity to observe the power and challenges of
democracy on a global scale. The sheer number of individuals casting their votes in 2024 is not
just a testament to the spread of political freedom; it also underscores the interconnected
nature of these elections and their collective impact on the global stage.

The interconnectedness of these global elections cannot be understated, especially in an era
where international relations and domestic policies are deeply intertwined. Decisions made in
one country's ballot box can ripple across borders, influencing geopolitical dynamics, economic
policies, and international collaborations. For instance, the U.S. presidential election, set
against a backdrop of low approval ratings and divisive politics, is expected to significantly
influence international relations and domestic policies alike. Similarly, pivotal elections in the
European Union, the U.K., and major Asian democracies like India and Taiwan will shape
global security, economic trends, and the future of international alliances.

These international electoral outcomes have profound implications for state and local
governments within the United States. Global economic policies, trade agreements, and
security alliances shaped by these elections can directly impact local economies, job markets,
and community security. The rise of populism and shifts in foreign policies abroad may also
influence domestic political trends, potentially shaping the political discourse and policy
priorities at state and local levels. As U.S. communities become increasingly diverse and
globally connected, the international political landscape plays a crucial role in shaping the
environment in which state and local governments operate. Thus, understanding these global
elections and their outcomes is essential for informed decision-making and effective
governance at all levels within the United States.



TECHNOLOGY

In the context of the 2024 global elections,
technology's role is both transformative and
critical. The integration of digital tools in electoral
processes marks a significant shift in how
democracy functions on a worldwide scale.
Cybersecurity emerges as a paramount
concern, with the integrity of elections hinging on
the robustness of digital defenses against
potential cyber-attacks. These threats, if realized,
could compromise electoral outcomes and erode
public confidence in democratic institutions.
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Simultaneously, the proliferation of misinformation through social media platforms
presents a formidable challenge. The rapid spread of false information has the potential
to significantly influence voter perceptions and decisions. In response, a combination of
enhanced content moderation by social media companies and stringent regulatory
measures is anticipated. These efforts aim to safeguard the information landscape,
ensuring voters have access to accurate and reliable information.

The advent of technology in elections extends beyond these challenges, offering
opportunities to increase engagement and participation. Digital platforms are expected
to play a crucial role in mobilizing voters, particularly among younger demographics. The
use of mobile applications for voter education and online registration could lead to
higher voter turnout, reflecting a more engaged and informed electorate.

The impact of technology on the 2024 elections
will have significant implications for international
relations and domestic policies. Election
J B outcomes, influenced by digital campaigning and

\ \ online discourse, are likely to affect global
4 economic policies, trade agreements, and
security alliances. These international
{ \ developments, in turn, will directly impact local
economies, job markets, and community policies
within the United States. The rise of digital
platforms and the spread of misinformation could
also shape domestic political trends, influencing
the political discourse and policy priorities at
state and local levels.
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SENTIMENT

m Extremely/very well Somewhat well = Not at all/not too well
Race, abortion, education and economy are among the
most mentioned topics by candidates on Twitter

Qverall 40
% of all
tweets
Race 194K 6%
Abortion 175 5
Education 168 5
Democrat 12 46 Economy 153 5
Foreign policy 116 3
Violent crime 112 3
Health care 105 3
COVID-19 pandemic 73 2
Independent [ 34 Energy production 69 2
Guns 83 2
Taxation 59 2
Climate & environment 58 2
Supreme Court 57 2
REPU blican 4 35 LGBTQ+ issues & identity 46 1
Immigration 44 1
Jan. 6th 27 1
0 25 50 75 100%

Question: How well would you say democracy is working in the United States these days?
Source: AP-NORC poll conducted November 30-December 4, 2023, with 1,074 adults nationwide.

Analyzing the pulse of public opinion across 2023 unveils predictable demographic and political rifts
in attitudes while affirming areas of consensus too. Sentiments shift from policy wants, like
healthcare access and entrepreneurial freedom, to concerns about phenomena folks feel threatened
by, including job displacement from Al or erosion of civil liberties from surveillance tools.

Pessimism emerges on issues where policy levers underdeliver. The prevalence of quotes like
“people have lost faith...” underscores perception lags, where disillusionment festers when systems
navigate poorly. This links to other trends like generational dissonance, visible in misaligned
expectations around career progression or workplace flexibility. Alarm colors sentiment on
dehumanizing transitions too, whether Al teachers replacing human guidance or algorithms
enhancing policing.

But optimism shines where policy promises align to public aspirations. Across age bands, financial
protection and questioning inequality are cheered. Improving disaster readiness preparation garners
bipartisan support. You find individualism championing decentralized power and accountability
marshaling institutional trust. Through it all, folks acknowledge targeted solutions will vary
situationally, reiterating interdependency rather than insularity will uplift communities uniformly.

Yes, the ephemerality of assessing ephemeral moods based on hard to completely normalize data
sources likely offers an incomplete perspective. But identifying areas where concrete policy
deliverables can recalibrate trust is crucial for recivilizing political discourse. Moreover, spotlighting
issues often neglected though keenly felt, like generational economic squeezes or regional
healthcare discrepancies, potentially remedies perception gaps that policies aiming to pacify
anxieties must fill first.
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